
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2020, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 6:58 p.m. 

VIA ZOOM 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 6:58 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Council Member Amon gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Cunningham led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member BearCat, Council 
Member Schue, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; 
Janet Collier, Transit Manager; Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney; Tina Abriani, Town 
Clerk. 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM

CITIZENS:

None. 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

2. PUBLIC HEARING ON REZONE CASE NO. 8696 REZONING SEVERAL
PARCELS GENERALLY LOCATED EAST OF RIGGLES ROAD BETWEEN
COYOTE STREET AND INTERSTATE 10 FROM SR - SUBURBAN RANCH AND
RAS - RURAL AREA FIVE TO C2 - COMMERCIAL - Discussion and possible
adoption of Ordinance Number 20-11 changing the zoning classification of La Paz
County Assessor Parcels Nos. 306-20-001, 306-20-004, 306-20-005, 306-20-
005C, 306-20-005D, 306-20-006A, 306-20-007, 306-20-00?F, 306-20-008, 306-
20-010, 306-20-013, 306-20-015, 306-20-017D, 306-20-018, 306-20-019 and
306-20-020 located general east of Riggles Road between Coyote Street and
Interstate 10 from SR - Suburban Ranch and RAS - Rural Area Five to C2 -
Commercial.

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill explained that this item had recently gone through the 
Planning and Zoning Commission to rezone the area, as listed in the agenda item, from 
the current zoning to C2. He noted that quite a few requests for rezoning in that area had 
been received over the last several months; they sent a letter out to all the property 

Page 1 ofll 

101320 Quartzsite Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes 



owners and got some positive responses back. He explained that it would be simpler and 
easier to rezone the entire area at the same time which does include some SLM ground; 
this issue was addressed at a Citizen Review Meeting as well as at a Planning and Zoning 
Commission meeting. He spoke of a General Plan Amendment done in 2015. 

It was pointed out that La Paz County Assessor Parcel Number 306-20-003 is included 
in this project although it was not on the list on the agenda. 

Town Attorney Goodwin stated that if it was noticed correctly on the published notice, it 
will be O.K. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill noted that the published notice identified the land by the 
outer boundaries, so it was included. 

3. PUBLIC HEARING ON REZONE CASE NUMBER RZ-8664-071620: REZONING
PROPERTY AT 455 E. MAYFLOWER STREET, QUARTZSITE, ARIZONA

FROM SR - SUBURBAN RANCH TO C2 - COMMERCIAL - Discussion and
possible adoption of Ordinance Number 20-12 changing the zoning classification
of La Paz County Assessor Parcel No. 306-69-009 located at 455 Mayflower Street
from SR - Suburban Ranch to C2 - Commercial.

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill stated this application was submitted by the property 
owner Mr. James Shiew, and letters were sent to all the properties within 300 feet. 
Assistant Town Manager O'Neill noted that Mr. Shiew believes this property has always 
been zoned C2; staff was unable verify that through any Town or County records. He 
commented that, in the packet, there are letters from people expressing their approval or 
disapproval with only a couple who did approve. Assistant Town Manager O'Neill noted 
that the Planning and Zoning Commission considered this at a public hearing and 
recommended that this not be approved for rezoning; the primary reasons were that the 
area is primarily one-acre lots, it is a residence area of a residential nature and they were 
concerned about a C2 usage coming into the neighborhood. 

There was a discussion of the owner's desire to have retail storage on the property and 
the fact that he has the property up for sale, as well as a possible buyer considering 
putting in a motorcycle repair shop. 

Mayor Simpson formally closed the Public Hearing. 

BUSINESS: 

4. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of September 22, 2020, the Work Session of September 21, 2020 and the
Work Session of September 17, 2020.

Council Member Amon moved to approve the minutes of the Town Council Regular 
Meeting of September 22, 2020, the Work Session of September 21, 2020 and the Work 
Session of September 17, 2020. 
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Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

5. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following series: - Accounts Payable Operating Account - Check Series -#4 7 462-
47480, #47494-47527 (void #47442) totaling $83,347.32; Payroll Check Series -
#47481-47493 totaling $81,922.16; GRAND TOTAL $165,269.48.

Council Member Cunningham moved to approve the Ledger of Accounts and Payroll 
Paid Check Number Series 47462 through 47527 for a Grand Total of $165,269.48. 

Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice MayorWarner. 

6. REZONE CASE NO. 8696 REZONING SEVERAL PARCELS GENERALLY
LOCATED EAST OF RIGGLES ROAD BETWEEN COYOTE STREET AND
INTERSTATE 10 FROM SR- SUBURBAN RANCH AND RAS- RURAL AREA
FIVE TO C2 - COMMERCIAL - Discussion and possible adoption of Ordinance
Number 20-11 changing the zoning classification of La Paz County Assessor
Parcels Nos. 306-20-001, 306-20-004, 306-20-005, 306-20-005C, 306-20-005D,
306-20-006A, 306-20-007, 306-20-007F, 306-20-008, 306-20-010, 306-20-013,
306-20-015, 306-20-017D, 306-20-018, 306-20-019 and 306-20-020 located
general east of Riggles Road between Coyote Street and Interstate 10 from SR
- Suburban Ranch and RA5 - Rural Area Five to C2 - Commercial.

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill reinforced that this item has gone through Citizen 
Review and the Planning and Zoning Commission and the Commission unanimously 
voted to recommended this for approval. 

Council Member Schue shared some history on this item from during his tenure on the 
Planning and Zoning Commission. 

It was noted that this has been posted and that the letters the Town received from the 
property owners were positive for this change. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill read aloud Dan Heaton's Chat Comment, "Item 2 has 
no contribution by the public? The same for Item 3 would indicate that the Zoom is not 
resident friendly for public comment." 
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Assistant Town Manager O'Neill read aloud Larry Lord's Chat Comment, "This zoning 
change will be an asset to the Town." 

Town Manager Ferguson commented that we are visiting with the BLM regarding some 
property in the area and talking about the process of trying to acquire that. He said it will 
be rezoned; it will be in the Town, and we will be looking at some way of making it more 
productive in the future. 

A comment was made that it looks like a great opportunity for future growth. 

Council Member Amon moved that we adopt Ordinance Number 20-11 changing the 
zoning classification of La Paz County Assessor Parcels Nos. 306-20-001, 306-20-004, 
306-20-005, 306-20-00SC, 306-20-005D, 306-20-006A, 306-20-007, 306-20-007F,
306-20-008, 306-20-010, 306-20-013, 306-20-015, 306-20-017D, 306-20-018, 306-20-
019 and 306-20-020 located generally east of Riggles Road between Coyote Street and
Interstate 10, changing it from Suburban Ranch and RA5 - Rural Area Five to C2 -
Commercial Zone.

Council Member Goldberg seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor 
Warner. 

7. REZONE CASE NUMBER RZ-8664-071620: REZONING PROPERTY AT 455
E. MAYFLOWER STREET, QUARTZSITE, ARIZONA FROM SR - SUBURBAN
RANCH TO C2 - COMMERCIAL - Discussion and possible adoption of
Ordinance Number 20-12 changing the zoning classification of La Paz County
Assessor Parcel No. 306-69-009 located at 455 Mayflower Street from SR -
Suburban Ranch to C2 - Commercial.

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill reiterated that this has gone through Citizen Review, and 
the Planning and Zoning Commission unanimously voted to not recommend this for 
approval. 

There was a discussion regarding the need for prospective buyers to check with Town 
Hall on properties because diligence in understanding what you are buying as a buyer 
and as a seller is important. 

It was noted that this area is all residential and this would isolate that one piece of property 
as spot zoning. Concerns were raised that a commercial property may cause noise or 
activity that interferes with the residential area. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to deny Ordinance Number 20-12 amending the 
Town Zoning Map for property located at 455 E. Mayflower Street. 
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Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

8. AMERICAN LEGAL PUBLISHING CORPORATION CONTRACT FOR
RECODIFICA TION SERVICES - Discussion and possible action for approval of
an agreement with American Legal Publishing Corporation for Recodification
Services and authorization for the Town Manager to sign the agreement not to
exceed $15,000.

Town Manager Ferguson said that the Council was involved in the decision to award this 
to this company, but with us proceeding developing an actual contract; they provided us 
with a copy of their contract and our attorney took it and, in looking out for the Town, 
made a lot of suggestions. He commented that the company in turn reviewed it and had 
a few changes and we came to a decision that the current contract meets both our needs 
and theirs. He explained that we have recommended that in the agreement for services 
we request those optional services, one is formatting and the second is for a five-year 
supplemental service plan which will ensure we can keep it up with full support from them. 

It was noted that the five-year supplemental service program gives the Town a lot of 
opportunity for additional interface to see if changes need to be made and includes 
keeping the Code up to date; every time an ordinance is adopted by the Council it will be 
sent to them to be included in the Code. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said almost all cities go with the plan for the company to keep it 
up to date. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that the Supplemental Service is $450 per year; the first 
year is free. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill read a Chat Comment from Dan Heaton, "This 
recodification project is going to take approximately one year, and the searchable Town 
Code has been taken down. This is unacceptable to the aspect of staff, Council Members 
and others will not be able to search the Town Code in order to coordinate Town problem 
solving." 

Town Attorney Goodwin said that one of the reasons the Code was taken down was 
because it was so out of date, it was not a reliable document, when we get a reliable 
document it needs to be online as soon as possible. 

Town Manager Ferguson said there will still be hard copies available. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to authorize the Town Manager to sign an agreement with 
American Legal Publishing Corporation Recodification Service in an amount not to 
exceed $15,000. 
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Council Member Amon seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

9. 2020 TITLE VI NON-DISCRIMINATION IMPLEMENTATION PLAN-Review and
possible action to repeal Resolution No. 18-13, adopt Resolution No. 20-09, Title
VI Non-Discrimination Implementation Plan for the Camel Express Transit
Services. Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibits discrimination on the
basis of race, color, and national origin in programs and services receiving federal
financial assistance.

Janet Collier, Transit Manager, noted that this Plan was sent to ADOT, reviewed by them 
and returned to her. She noted that she made a few small corrections which were 
approved by ADOT. She explained that the next step in the process is to present the Plan 
for Council approval, and once the Plan has been approved and the required documents 
from this Plan are posted to the website, the final step will then be the Council's resolution 
which will be sent to the Civil Rights Office of ADOT. She noted that the Town will receive 
a letter from ADOT saying the Town is ready to receive its current funding. 

In response to a question, Transit Manager Collier indicated that the only thing that would 
have an impact on the budget would be if we hired a translator and that would be paid 
from the Marketing Budget. 

Transit Manager Collier explained that every two years, the Title VI Plan must be redone; 
one resolution is removed and the new one is put in place accepting the current Plan for 
the next two years. She stated that adoption of this resolution is required for the Town to 
receive federal funding. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to approve the updated Title VI Non-Discrimination 
Implementation Plan, repeal Resolution Number 18-13 and adopt its revision Resolution 
Number 20-09. 

Council Member BearCat seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

10. REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR ZONING CODE UPDATE - Authorization to
solicit Request for Proposals for Zoning Code Update Services for the Town of
Quartzsite, Arizona.

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill said this item is different than the recodification project, 
the ultimate result will be similar, but the process to get to the end will be entirely different. 
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He explained that this process will take-a few months if not several months; we will have 
many public hearings, public meetings and probably some work sessions with the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and the Council. He stated that our intent is to actually 
revisit and hopefully improve some significant sections of the Zoning Code as it is 
currently written. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill commented that at the end of this process, we will have 
a Citizen Review, a public hearing for the Commission and then it will go to Council to 
adopt the updated Zoning Code. He noted that the Zoning Map is being updated right 
now. He explained that our current Zoning Code does not have a classification for 
government; Town Hall is currently zoned as Light Industrial. He commented that we want 
to create a government zone which would incorporate the Town, County, the schools, 
AWC and probably the Post Office - any property that is owned and operated by a 
government. He noted that we would hire a planning consultant. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill stated that we are going to do it during the winter months, 
and people will have ample opportunity to have their two cents. He explained that the 
Zoning Map update is being done under a current contract and is being done a lot more 
cheaply than they thought it would be. He noted that a planning consultant has 
corresponded with us and we have been provided with this estimate as found in the 
Agenda Packet. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill read the Chat Comment from Dan Heaton, "I would hope 
that this proposal does not mean that the existing searchable Zoning Articles will be lost 
as is the case with the Town Code recodification." 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill said he can assure everyone that the current Zoning 
Code stays in effect and stays as it is until we adopt a new code. 

There was a discussion of the previous thoughts that this process would cost much more. 

Discussion ensued of this being a core issue of Town government. 

Council Member Amon moved that we give authorization to solicit Requests for 
Proposal for Zoning Code Update Services for the Town of Quartzsite. 

Council Member Goldberg seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

11. CONSIDERATION OF HOLDING COUNCIL MEETINGS IN PERSON -
Discussion and possible direction to staff regarding holding future Council
Meetings in person rather than virtually by Zoom.
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Town Manager Ferguson noted that the Council requested this item be placed on this 
agenda; he mentioned options including holding meetings at the Community Center. 

There was a discussion of the fact that at public meetings in person, there are those who 
do not wear masks or practice social distancing. 

Current unsafe conditions were discussed, and the infection rate of the County and the 
School were noted as showing that the infection rate is going up. 

Poor circulation in the Community Center and Town Hall was discussed. 

Council Member BearCat objected to holding board meetings in the Community Center. 

Council Members Goldberg and Cunningham said they are OK with postponing this 
discussion and possible decision another month. 

There was a suggestion to have the meetings at the pavilion out at the Park. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill read the Chat Comment from Dan Heaton, 'The 
Council's permission for Council meetings to allow public participation and comment is 
not being upheld because it is being restricted due to the inability for the general public 
to contribute due to connectivity issues." 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill read the Chat Comment from Larry Lord, "I feel that for 
the present time, it is wise to continue online meetings. Not so much for the COVID issue, 
but because of the ease of access. It is not worth the time and money to go outside." 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill read the Chat Comment from Shanana Rain Golden
Bear, "La Paz County reported 20 new COVID-19 cases in the past 8 days." 

In response to a question, Town Attorney Goodwin shared how some of her other clients 
are holding meetings. 

There was a comment made about out-of-Town people who can attend meetings by 
Zoom and stay abreast of Town matters. 

Vice Mayor Warner said she would like to make sure that the staff looks into an improved 
hybrid type of environment, keeping Zoom during the in-person meetings. 

Several Council Members agreed to wait another month to consider in-person meetings 
with a hybrid plan to include Zoom, and if necessary, a monthly review of where we stand. 

It was suggested that the need to discuss this item in a month's time be contingent upon 
the school rating being yellow or below. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he would like a vote on this. 
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Vice Mayor Warner moved that we postpone the in-house meetings for another month 
with a review in a month along with a hybrid plan. 

Council Member Goldberg seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

12. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson commented that the vendors are setting up, many of them are open now, 
we have winter visitors showing up and the RV parks and campgrounds are starting to fill 
up. He also commented that we have to prepare for whatever our winter season is going 
to be. 

Mayor Simpson announced that our former Mayor Ed Foster has passed away due to 
complications of the COVID virus. 

13. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Council Member Amon read a message from Lynn Stimson and the Garden Club thanking 
the Town for purchasing the bench honoring Dennis Wilskey. 

Council Member Amon asked if we can replace the sign on the grounds of the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we will do that; it is a great idea. 

14. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

Town Manager Ferguson reported on one meeting that he had by Zoom yesterday with 
several owners and managers of show/event properties. He said we wanted to get started 
on the review process which the Town Council has to go through for any of the organized 
public events that are going to be more than 50; we know we are going to have some, so 
we have started yesterday with a small number of participants via Zoom, but will be 
expanding on that in the near future. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted they had a very good meeting with them, and a lot of 
good ideas came out of it. He asked the Council Members to check their boxes, where 
they will see the cover letter that the Town is sending out to the site owners, managers 
and event organizers. He indicated that with the cover letter, there is an application which 
has a check list of items mostly to just get some response from them as to if they are 
going to be looking at masks, if it is an indoor and outdoor event, and if they are going to 
treat indoor and outdoor differently. He asked that the Council give them some feedback 
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quickly if anyone is interested in making some changes to it. He noted that he had the 
Town Attorney review it. 

In response to a question regarding the letter and application on the website, Town 
Manager Ferguson said we will mail it out to a long list of parties, and we will put it online 
as well. 

15. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.

Council Member Goldberg said that at the next Council Meeting, we need to put on the 
Town Council's participation in the Christmas Parade that the Chamber is going to be 
putting on. 

Vice Mayor Warner concurred. 

Council Member Goldberg noted that before COVID hit, the Town Manager was going to 
schedule an ethics training, and she would really like to see us schedule that before our 
Town Attorney retires. 

Mayor Simpson and Vice Mayor Warner concurred. 

There was a discussion of changing the Council Special Meeting of October 22, 2020 for 
the review of the Town Manager's contract to a date after the election. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he is O.K. with that and that the fourth would probably work 
best for him. 

The Council decided to hold the Special Meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 
4, 2020. 

Council Member BearCat said she thinks we need a resolution to have a mask mandate 
for all the Town properties as well as social distancing because of our visitors coming in. 
She suggested that a strong recommendation be made that when in crowds, masks 
should be worn. 

Council Member Amon and Mayor Simpson concurred. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 8:27 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 8:27 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 13, 2020 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona. 
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I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 27th day of October 2020. 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

Norm Simpson, Mayor 

Pr ll!J1 {Jk ,
"J/IJIW. ✓ �d{,
Tina M. A6riani, Town Clerk 
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Regular Town Council Meeting 
October 13, 2020 

Zoom Chat 

19:12:51 From Dan H : Item 2 has no contribution by the public? The same 

for item 3 would indicate that the Zoom is not resident friendly for public comment. 

19:19:37 From Dan H : per item 8. This recodification project is going 
to take approxiamtely one year and the searchable town code has been taken down. 
This is unacceptable to the aspect of staff, council members, and others will not be 
able to search the town code in order to co=ordinate town problem solving. 

19:20:36 From Dan H: Item 6 and 7 please see chat piece on Item 2 and 3 

19:20:46 From Larry Lord : This zoning change will be an asset to the town 
19:21:59 From Larry Lord : Yes. Please approve 

19:31:02 From Dan H: Item 10 ...... I would hope that this proposal does 
not mean that the existing searchable zoning articles will be lost as is the case 
with the town code recodification. 

19:55:16 From Dan H: Item 11 ...... The councils permission for council 
meetings to allow public participation and comment is not being upheld because it 

is being restricted due to inability for the general public to contribute due to 
connectativity issues. 

19:57:51 From Larry Lord : I feel that for the present time, it is wise to 

continue online meetings. Not so much for the Covid issue but because of the ease of 
access. 
20:02:59 

20:03:26 

From 
From 

COVID-19 cases in past 

20:07:52 From 
20:10:04 From 

stay abreast of issues 

20:11:05 From 
20:11:57 From 

Larry Lord : Not worth the time and money to go outside. 
Shanana Rain Golden-Bear : La Paz County reported 20 new 

8 days. 
Larry Lord : Less controversial subjects 
iPhone : zoom is great for out of area property owners to 
at hand 
Larry Lord : I agree. It makes it much easier for us 

iPhone : thank you for voicing my comment 


